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to request, that you will give it your fa-
vour and support.* I have the honour to
be, Sir, your obedient humble servant,

Reading, July 7, 1835.

To the Honourable the Commons of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland in Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the undersigned Medi-
cal Practitioners in Reading and its
Vicinity, and in other Towns and
Villages in the County of Berks,

Humbly showeth,
That we, your petitioners, being legally

qualified practitioners in medicine and

surgery, believe,
That the scale of payment for medical

attendance on the poor by parishes has
long been such as to form in itself no ade-
quate remuneration for such attendance;
That the leading inducement to those

who have hitherto taken upon themselves
the care of parishes, has consisted in their
having fallen into the hands of medical
practitioners whose private practice has
led them into the districts of which they
have had the superintendence;
That without this concurrence of pri-

vate with public engagements, medical
men of experience would not have. found
it their interest to encumber themselves
with parochial practice on the terms
hitherto proffered;

That the rate of remuneration proposed
by the commissioners under the new Poor-
Law Amendment Bill being much lower
than under any former system, it is quite
impossible that it should be accepted by
qualified persons, as a compensation for
the duties required by them, in the hope
or expectation of their continuing effici-
ently to fulfil those duties;
That the Commissioners finding that

the established practitioners are unwilling
to undertake that which they cannot per-
form without a large sacrifice, both of
time and interest, have most injudiciously
engaged practitioners from a distance, and
intrusted to them duties which, physically
speaking, it is not possible they should ever
properly fulfil, and to the performance of
which none but inexperienced persons,
totally unacquainted with the nature and
extent of the undertaking, would for a

moment stand pledged.
That it is our duty, in the full convic-

tion that such arrangements must end in

* Not knowing that this petition was designed
for publication, it did not appear in THE LANCET
at the time it was received &mdash;ED. L. ;

disappointment to the Commissioners, and
be attended by much neglect of and suf-
fering to the sick poor, to approach your
honourable House in the respectful but
earnest language of complaint and re-

monstrance against the operation of that
part of the new Poor-Law Amendment
Bill which relates to the medical depart-
ment, humbly beseeching your interposi-
tion in and alteration of a system which
appears to us to be opposed to the dic-
tates of humanity, and to he founded on
false principles of justice and economy.

GEORGE MAY,
Honorary Secretary.

CERTIFICATES IN FAVOUR OF

QUACK MEDICINES

ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY

MR. J. H. GREEN, AND MR. B. COOPER.

l 
-

’ 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I must again appeal to you relative
[ to hospital surgeons lending their names in
; testimony of the virtues of " Specifics."
If this be allowed to continue, what will
become of the respectability of the pro-

. fession in the estimation of an enlightened
[ public ? A very short time since I had
! occasion to send you a public advertise-
; ment, headed "Wonderful Testimonial,"
; signed by Mr. A. KEY of G?i.71’s Hospital,
the authenticity of which Mr. KEY has

[ not denied. I now enclose you an adver-
. tisement from a Plymouth paper, attached
- to which are the names of JosEPH
’ HENRY GREEN, and BRANSBY COOPER.
’ My object is not to call in question the
virtues of nostrums vended by Messrs. Eady,
Morison, and a list of others too nume-
rous to mention, but I would ask whether
those gentlemen who attempt to pass as

heads of the profession, maintain the dig-
nity of their College in strict accordance
with the oath they severally took on being
F admitted members of the same; i. e. "You
swear that while vou shall be a member of
the Royal College of Surgeons in London,
’ you will observe the statutes, by-laws,
ordinances, rules, and constitutions there-
F of; that you will obey every lawful sum-
, mons issuetl by order of the Courts of As-
sistants and Examiners of the said College,
or of either of them, having no reasonable
excuse to the contrary; that you will pay

such contributions as shall be legally
assessed upon and demanded of you; that

you will demean yourself honourably in
the practice of your profession to the
utmost of your power, maintain the dignity
and welfare of the College: So help you
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God." 1 have added my name confiden- ]
tially; and am, Sir, your obedient humble I
servant,

A MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE.
July 7th, 1835.

"The most eminent in the medical pro-
fession have given, in their public and
private practice, Franks’s Specific Solution,
and testified to its great efficacy in the
cure of, &c. &c.
"This invaluable medicine is recom-

mended by them, founded upon their ex-
llerience of its specific action in numberless
ca,cs at most of the metropolitan hospitals, ;
&c. It is both agreeable to take and inno-
cent in its operation, and from its purify-
ing effects on the secreting system, it
naturally leaves the patient in much Ibetter health than before the medicine was
taken ; all inflammatory symptoms in most
cases cease within forty-eight hours. It
does not require alteration in the usual
custom of diet or beverage.
Prepared only by George Franks,

Surgeon, Blackfriars-road, and may be had
of his agents, patent medicine vendors, in
town and country. Sold in bottles, duty
included.

" Testimonial from JOSEPH HENRY GREEN,Esq., Sur,geor2 to St. TI.,o2nas’s Hospital, ,
and Proj’essor of Surgery in King’s Col-
lege, London.
‘‘ ‘I have made trial of Mr. Franks’s

Solution, at St. Thomas’s Hospital, 111 a Ivariety of cases of discharges in the male
and female, and the results warrant my i
stating, that it is a very efficacious remedy.

"’(Signed,) I

"’JOSEPH HENRY GREEN.
" ’46, Lincoln’s Inn Fields."’ 

" 
’

"Testamoanial from BRANSBY COOPER,
Esq., Suayema to Guy’s Hospital, and
Lecturer on Anatomy, &c.
" ’ Mr. Bransby Cooper presents his

compliments to Mr. George Franks, and
has great pleasure in bearing testimony to
the efficacy of his Solution in gonorrh&oelig;a,
for which disease Mr. Cooper has prc-
scribed it in ton cases with perfect suc-
cess.

" ’ New-street, Spring Gardens.’ "

THERE is no doubt that Mr.Bransby
Cooper, when before the House of Com-
lrons the other day, would have found
"Franks’s Specific Solution " very useful;
since he could give the House no specific
solution of his own, of the nature of Mr.

O’Malley’s disease.

i NEGLECT OF THE HOUSE REGULATIONS

BY THE OFFICERS OF THE SMALL-FOX
HOSPITAL. 

-

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In the event of any omission or
delinquency on the part of officers at-tached to medical institutions, the party
aggrieved invariably seeks redress through
the medium of THE LANCET, and withthis intention I now take the liberty of
addressing you. At the Smill-pox Hos-

pital the following notice is placed in avery conspicuous situation:&mdash;"Vaccina-

tion and distribution of lymph daily, from
ten o’clock to one p.m." On Tuesday
last, therefore, being in want of lymph, I
went to the hospital at ten o’clock, ex-
pecting, according to the above resolution
or notice, to be enabled to obtain it at that
time; but finding no person there to dis-
tribute it I waited until eleven, when I

rang 
the bell, and asked a servant when I

could obtain it. The answer was, there
were seldom many patients for vaccination
at the hospital before half-past eleven,
and therefore Mr. Wheeler did not con-

sider it worth while to attend before.

Being somewhat pressed for time I said
I would call the next day, and was accord
ingly there at eleven o’clock. Still I had
i to wait. no apothecarv beina’ in attendance.
Twelve o’clock at length arrived ; I again
rang the bell, and requested to see the

individual on whom devolved the duty
of distributing vaccine lymph. The an-

swer I received from one of the menials

was, I must wait until Mr. Wheeler was

at leisure, and in the mean time had better
go and sit down with the patients. I ac-

cordingly waited until a quarter past

twelve, when I left perfectly disgusted

with the conduct of the apothecary and ofthe servants.
I appeal candidly to you, Mr. Editor,

whether infringement of rules on the part
of the apothecary, similar to those I have
above stated, is to be any longer tolerated
and allowed to proceed, without some

’ notice being taken of it, and also whether
a a menial belonging to a public institution

’ is allowed by the Governors to make useof such language as I received.
Hoping that little of your timely casti-gation may be the means of remedying

this evil, I leave the subject with perfect
confidence in the hands of him who may
justly be styled the Guardian Angel of the
profession, and I am, Sir,

Your verv obedient servant.
. 

MISERRIMUS., P.S. I have enclosed my name, that
you may have no scruple in inserting it
on the score of its being an anonymous
I communication.

’JOSEPH HENRY GREEN.


